1276 Worthington Ridge 
1720 


Captain David Sage (1703-1798) Revolutionary war 
& Bathsheba Judd (1707-1772) 
& Mary Rossette (1705-) 

Oldest house on Worthington Ridge 

Colonial 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Captain David Sage House, 1276 Worthington Ridge, c. 1720. Built by 
Benjamin or Capt David Sage, it remained in the same family until the 1970s. 
Once located on an extensive parcel of land that included apple orchards, the land 
was sold off for a subdivision leaving only the house and lot. The house is 
Georgian in style with 3 bay facade, narrow clapboards and hand wrought nails 
The Sage family donated land to Berlin for Sage Park. . 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Built circa 1720, the Captain David Sage House, 

at 1276 Worthington Ridge, remained in the same 
family until the 1970s. The Sage family donated the 
land for Sage Park in Berlin. In her History of 

Berlin (1916), Catharine M. North gives the text of a 
letter, dated January 29, 1906, from Mr. George 
Sage: My dear Miss North: It is a pleasure to reply 
to your request for a history of our farm house. The 
Sage house was built about the year 1720 by 
Captain David Sage, (son of John and grandson of 
David who settled in Middletown in 1652,) who, with 
his twin brother Benjamin, came to Berlin from Middletown. It might be well to add here that 
Benjamin’s house built at the same time, stood below David’s and just south of the Clark place. 
Benjamin Sage married Mary Allen of Berlin, and died in 1734; his house has long since 
disappeared. Captain David married Bathsheba Judd of Berlin and they had four sons and four 
daughters. One son, Deacon Jedediah, married Sarah Marcy of Berlin and remained on the present 
Sage farm. Another son, Zadoch, lived almost directly across the road from Benjamin, and the old 
well is now near the site of the house, a few rods north of where the brick schoolhouse stood. As 
time went by the Sage house was filled with the deacon’s four sons and three daughters, so Captain 
David moved into the house built by his brother Benjamin and was ninety-three years old when the 
road was built west toward Mr. Welden’s. | believe Jedediah was deacon of the Second 
Congregational church for twenty-seven years. He died in 1826 aged eighty-nine years. Colonel 
Erastus, his son, married Elinor Dickenson of Berlin and succeeded to the farm where ten children 
were born to them, my father, Henry, being the one who stayed at home. | have my grandfather's 
papers among which is his appointment by the General Assembly to be Colonel of the 4th Regiment 
of cavalry in the militia and signed by Oliver Wolcott Esq., as governor, and dated the 31st day of 
May 1819. The property has been in the family about 186 years, and for five generations. The 


house has been added to from time to time, but the original has been well preserved with its huge 
stone chimney, four fireplaces, brick ovens, and the hewn white oak timbers forming the framework 
are as solid today as when they were raised almost two hundred years ago. Yours sincerely, Geo. H. 
Sage. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #043 
1720 Captain David Sage 

current owner: George Sage estate 

Worthington Ridge Road, east side, 2 mile south of Post 
Office 

Wood house, peak roof, central brick chimney, two stories 
and a half, long one-stpry ell on one side, 5 window front, 
6/6 sash, cut stone foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1720 Captain David Sage current owner: George Sage estate Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 227 


1720 Captain David Sage current owner: Patricia Checko 


Built by Benjamin or Captain David Sage, this house remained in the 
Sage family until recent years. The house was once located on an 
extensive parcel owned by the Sage family; the last of the parcel was 
sold off for a subdivision in the 1970s, leaving only this house lot. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1720 ~=current owner: Patricia Checko Sketch 


Genealogy 


Captain David Sage (1703-1798) son of John Sage & Hannah 
Starr. In 1728 he married Bathsheba Judd (1707-1772) 
daughter of Benjamin Judd & Susannah North. They had 
children: David, Rhoda, Solomon, Jedediah, Bathsheba, 
Mindwell, Zadock, Candace. They were members of 
Kensington Congregational Church. In 1773 he married Mary Rossette (1705-). They are buried in 
Maple Cemetery. 


Land extended from Worthington Ridge to the Connecticut River. 
Remained in family until 1970s. 


Family donated the land for Sage Park 
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1915 Sage farm 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY aT 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES FOR OEEIGE SSE ONLY 


HIST-6 NEW 5/77 Site No.: 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ‘ 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION om Pei | i ! i 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


(203) 566-3005 . 
DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 


#227 ‘ DO s (nr O Actual OD Potential 


‘7 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Sage House 


. TOWN CITY VILLAG OUNTY 
Berlin Hartford 


z 
° 
= R NCO NUMBER (und: or focution) 
< e . 
) 1276 Worthington Ridge 16-3/113/12 
& OWNERS) 
e Checko, Patricia " 4 Berlin 06037 Cleubtic [MPrivore 
t 
_ USE (Present) Vitistorie) 
Residence Residence 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE TF VES. EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: ie: Yes C)ne 0 Yes Jno 
Y OF BUILDIN DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Vernacular c.£720 
8B. MATERIALIS! (jndicate use of location when appropriate) 
Oth 
[23 clepboord (| Asbestos Siding DC srick Dy tspecity) 
EI) Wood Shingle Claseieis Siding (x) Fieldstone 
foundation 
OD Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding lyre Type: — 

9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 

CT Wood frome Post and beam C) balloon 

O Lood bearing masonry DO Structural iron or steel 

O Other (Specify) 

10, ROOF (Type) 

ec Gable 0 Flor ia Monsard (3) Monitor OD sowtooth 

Other 

z ‘ Gombrel O Shed O Hip Oo Round (Specify) 
°o 
E (Material) 
= Roll 
& 0 Wood Shingle Aspholt fa Tin D Slote DO Gable end to the street 
8 Other 


Asoroiventagie. () suiteop. )itite (Specify) [3 Ridge porolle! to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 1/2 40' x 30' (main portion 


ONDITION (Strnetnrals Chater) 


oO Excellent Good a Foir O Deteriorated fr) Excellent fk) Good 0 Fair [1 deteriorated 


13 INTEGRITY (foo ations (Alteratienss iF YES, EXPLAIN 


Faia Or A 


L EO OUTBUILDINGS OR LANOSCAPE F TURES 


O Barn fea Shed KF Gerige x) Other londscape features or buildings /Specify) 
Corri Low fieldstone wall ~ 
(lice Ldsnee TL Jcanaen 
1S. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
3) Open lond peed: i) Residential O Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
O Commercial wee ‘B: Rurol B High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING AND SURROUNDINGS 
In an area of mostly modern housing, just south of a large concen- 


tration of 18th and 19th-century buildings. 


\ 
Ze 
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) ‘ 


The Sage House has a three-bay facade with a central entry. The entry 
surround is old or originaIy with a heavy 12-paneled door, fluted 
pilasters, a molded architrave, pulvinated frieze, and molded cornice. 
The entablature has a tripartite division: there are slight pro- 
jections above each of the two pilasters, and another at the central 
axis of the entryway. Small rectangular transom lights below the entab- 
lature are fitted with colored bullseye panes; above the entablature 

is a pedimented peak. Facade windows are small and widely separated; 
those on the second floor are fitted into the cornice bed molding. 

Most windows are fitted with old 6-over-4 sash and modern storm sash, 


and have projecting plain board surrounds. Walls are clad in narrow 
(continued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


RCHI BUILDER 


V9 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI URAL IMPOR N 


The Sage House is significant as an unusually well-preserved example 

of an 18th-century central chimney house. Although it lacks the hewn 
overhangs generally seen in 18th-century houses of this type, the 
three-bay facade, narrow clapboards, and wrought nails all indicate 
18th-century construction. The entry detailing, which if original rep- 
resents the Georgian style, places the house in the last third of the 
century. Although it has recently been repaired, the house retains 

an unusual amount of old or original fabric. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Built by Benjamin or Captain David Sage, this house remained in the 
Sage family until recent years. The house was once located on an 
extensive parcel owned by the Sage family; the last of the parcel was 
sold off for a subdivision in the 1970s, leaving only this house lot. 


1855 Atlas 

Berlin Free Library collections 
Berlin Land Records 

North, p. 226. 


SOURCES 


PHOTO 


Consultants 


°| COMPILED BY 


HA © BUILDING OF 


x] None known oO Highwoys oO Vondal 


7 Renewal O Privote Oj Deterio 


Sage House 


17. (continued): 


clapboards secured with wrought nails. The molded main roof cornice 
shows a partial return. The left elevation has two old (or original) 
side entries and an old or original one-story parallel extension. The 
right has an old or original one-and-one-half story cross-gabled rear 
wing. To the rear are various early and later additions. 
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i . 
The Captain David Sage house, built in 1720 at 1276 Worthington Ridge, 
shows the deep proportions and fenestration of the very early large 
dwelling houses along the highways of Dolonial America. 


